
Shravya Kag is documentary photographer and video 
producer who has recently received her Master’s degree 

in photography from the School of Visual Arts. Her 
shortlisted image ‘Pages of Memories’, was nominated 

in the Student Focus category, at the prestigious 
Sony World Photography Award – 2017. The image is 

a brilliant self-portrait revealing the photographer’s 
love for reading and exploration. Currently, based out 

of Brooklyn, Shravya likes to explore the concept of 
home, identity and personal space through her personal 

photographic projects. Her recent photo and video projects have included 
studies of New York City’s subway buskers and the Sikh diaspora in America. 

She has invariably focused on gaining trust within communities that she 
wanted to document and at the same time motivating them to speak out while 

capturing photos that speak of the humanity of working people.

Shravya Kag,
New York, USA

EXPLORING 
PEOPLE,  PLACES 
& CULTURES…

Who is ShravyaKag in three 
simple sentences?
Shravya Kag is an artist, 
photographer and an introvert 
who is more comfortable 
expressing herself through 
photography and writing 
rather than spoken word. 

You studied for Master’s 
degree in photography from 
School of Visual Arts, in NYC. 
What inspired you to study 

In conversation with Mathew Thottungal

photography per se. 
The power that an image 
possesses in conveying a 
story inspired me to pursue 
photography more seriously. 
I wanted to document and 
savor people’s lives and their 
different perspectives. After 
freelancing as a photographer 
in India, I decided to move to 
New York to further hone my 
craft and meet few of the top 
professionals in the industry. 

Your recent photo and 
video projects included 
studies of New York city’s 
subway buskers and the 
Sikh diaspora in America. 
What accordingly to you is 
the biggest challenge while 
undertaking documentary 
photography in particular?
When it comes to personal 
projects in documentary, 
getting access is the first 
obstacle. People often don’t 
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open up to a stranger. It 
takes time to build trust with 
a community 
when you want 
to document 
them. And to 
gain that, you 
require a lot 
of motivation 
to get out 
there every 
day to pursue 
the subject 
you want to 
document. 
I would say 
the biggest 
challenge for 
me, or for any 
documentarian 
for that matter, 
is gaining access 
and building 
trust. 

What are the 
characteristics 
that a good 
documentary 
photographer 
needs to have? 

How is it different from 
other fields given your quest 

to document 
concepts like 
home, identity 
and personal 
spaces? 
Secondly, 
how much 
preparation 
do you put 
into taking a 
photograph or a 
series of photos?
I believe that I 
am still learning 
and growing as 
a documentary 
photographer 
and it’ll take 
a long while 
for me to feel 
entitled enough 
to jot down the 
characterstics 
of a good 
documentary 
photographer. But 

from what I have learnt over 
the years, commitment to a 

use? Do you switch around 
with different lenses? 
Which one and why?
Most of my projects have 
been shot with a Canon 6D 
and 50 mm 1.4 lens. I also 
use a Canon rebel t2i with 
the kit lens for wider shots. I 
switch between 35 mm and 
85mm primes for close ups 
or portraits. I am comfortable 
with the 50mm because it 
is less intimidating for my 
subjects. I am not a fan of 
zoom lenses as I believe 
that the photographer need 
to go closer to a subject 
rather than zoom in from a 
distance. Proximity shows 
and makes a stronger 
picture. I now also own 
the Sony Alpha a7II. It’s a 
great camera, lighter and 
more comfortable for street 
photography. 

particular project, patience 
to build it over time and 
resilience are key factors. 
Long-term documentary 
projects are different from any 
other genre because these 
take months or even years to 
finish and one can never know 
when a certain project is truly 
done.  

My preparation for a series 
takes around two weeks once 
I form the initial idea. After 
I have an idea to pursue a 
series, I contact different 
people requesting to be my 
subjects. I then film them and 
figure out the different visual 
ways to present the project. I 
never lock down on a certain 
visual style during pre-
production. My projects, sort 
of, grow with time and start 
having a life of their own. 

One of your photo ‘Pages of 
Memories’, was shortlisted 
in the Student Focus 
category, at the prestigious 
Sony World Photography 
Award – 2017. Can you 
explain the story behind 
this photo to our readers?
Pages of Memories was made 
for a school assignment. 
It is a composite of three 
different elements – the 
small alcove in Strand 
Bookstore in NYC, my self 
portrait and the bird cage. 
It is to portray my love 
for reading, how books 
inspire me to write and 
how they help me explore 
different worlds without any 
constraints (as represented 
by the bird cage) 

On a technical note, what 
is the camera you normally 
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